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the numerous works of charity and generosity which he
did." Tim Healy was not called to the Bar till 1884, but he
had already made his personality,, a strange, bitter-sweet,
human alloy of childlike gentleness and cynical ferocity,
strongly felt in the House of Commons. From the first,
Healy and Carson were personal friends, although one was an
inheritor of the Protestant Ascendancy and a Unionist in
the old tradition of the Dublin Bar, and the other was a
passionate Nationalist, the trusted lieutenant of Parnell,
who belonged to that different class of Irishmen, sprung
from the peasantry and small farmers, then beginning to
take their share in the professions and in other branches of
Irish life. Many and bitter were the fights they had in Court,
but the Irish gentleman in each of them called out for the
other's affection. Once, in a country inn, after a hard-fought
case, they had a bottle of claret together, and enjoyed each
other's company to the full. After the meal was over, Carson
smiled, and, turning his deep blue eyes on his colleague, said,
<c You know really, Tim, you're quite a decent fellow when
you're in good company : will you tell me why you're such
an awful blackguard over there in Westminster ? " To which
Tim, rolling up those curious light brown eyes of his, re-
plied, " Really, Ned, will ye tell me this : do ye think
honestly that any other role would suit me ? " When Carson
welcomed Healy to the Irish Bar, just as when Healy
welcomed Carson some years later at Westminster, each of
them realised that in the other he had an opponent worthy
of his steel. They were constant opponents, and Healy
noticed with what great seriousness Carson took his work ;
after a case he would be bathed in perspiration, and, more-
over, he had no confidence in his health. In a habeas corpus
case, where there had been a " mixed marriage " and the
two religions each claimed the " body " of a child for its
education, Tim Healy won on technical grounds, but, to his
great delight and admiration, Carson made a wonderful
speech u on the merits," as a result of which Healy's client
was deprived of costs. As they went out of Court, Tim said,
" That was a wonderful speech you made, Ned. You
must have had a grand breakfast to have done it. What